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Each case is different. Check with a 
UI agent. 


Pregnant or adopting? 


Times have changed — and so have the rules 
for getting Unemployment Insurance (UI) 
benefits. Not only have maternity rules been 
made easier, UI is also making benefits 
available to people adopting a child. So when 
there’s a new member of the family, UI can 
help with either maternity or adoption 
benefits. 

After consulting this brochure, any ques- 
tions you have can be answered by an agent 
at your nearest Canada Employment Centre 
(CEC). The first section of the brochure ex- 
plains maternity benefits. The second section 
explains benefits for adoptive parents. 


2 PN.126/9/87 


Are you eligible for 
maternity benefits? 


To get maternity benefits you must pass two 
tests of eligibility. The first is: Are you 
without work and without pay? Or has your 
pay dropped to less than 60 per cent of your 
normal weekly insurable earnings? If so, you 
also must pass the second test. 

Did you work in insurable employment for 
at least 20 weeks in the last 52? (This 52-week 
period may be extended if, during that time, 
you could not work because of illness, injury, 
quarantine or pregnancy, were in jail, ona 
CEIC-approved training course, getting tem- 
porary total workers’ compensation or a 
separation payment has delayed the start of 
your UI claim.) If you have 20 weeks of in- 
surable employment, you’ve passed the se- 
cond test of eligibility. 


For how long? 


You can get maternity benefits for up to 15 
weeks in the period surrounding the birth. The 
rule says up to 15 weeks because the number 
of weeks you get also depends on whether or 
not you got other types of benefits such as 
regular UI benefit period. 

For example, on any claim, you can only 
get a total of 15 weeks of benefits for pregnan- 
cy, adoption, illness, injury or quanrantine or 
any combination of these. So if you’ve already 
claimed 10 weeks of sickness benefits, you’ll 
be allowed only five weeks of maternity 
benefits. 

If you’ve been getting regular benefits, the 
sum of these regular benefits and up to 15 
weeks of maternity or adoption benefits can’t 
be more than 20 to 25 weeks. The precise total 
depends on the number of weeks of insurable 
employment you have accumulated. 


Most eligible claimants who have not 
received any other type of UI benefit will get 
their full 15 weeks of maternity benefits. 


If you’re not eligible 


If you’re pregnant but not eligible for mater- 
nity benefits you may still qualify for regular 
or sickness benefits in the period surrounding 
the birth. To get regular benefits, just like 
anyone claiming them, you have to prove 
you’re unemployed, able to work and 
available for work. You may be able to claim 
sickness benefits if you can prove that you 
can’t work because of illness or injury. The 
special conditions to receive sickness benefits 
are described in our brochure We can help 
when you’re sick or hurt. You can get this and 
other brochures at your local CEC. 


Are you covered by UI? 


Most workers in Canada are covered by 
Unemployment Insurance. In 1987, if you 
earn at least $106 a week or are employed for 
at least 15 hours a week for one employer, 
you’re probably covered. Your hours of work 
could include paid sick or maternity leave, 
statutory holidays or vacation leave — as long 
as you were paid for that time. If you aren’t 
paying UI premiums, you’re probably not in 
insurable employment. To be sure, check with 
your nearest Revenue Canada, Taxation 
district office. 


How much? 


If you qualify for maternity benefits, you’ll 
get 60 per cent of your average weekly in- 
surable earnings. The maximum benefit is 
$318 a week in 1987. 

When you’re on maternity benefits, money 
you earn while on claim is deducted from your 
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UI cheque dollar for dollar. The exception is 
any paid sick leave, maternity leave or group 
wage-loss indemnity benefits you get in UI’s 
two-week waiting period. This is not counted 
as earnings and not deducted providing you 
are without pay or your pay dropped to less 
than 60 per cent of your normal weekly in- 
surable earnings. For more information about 
earnings, read our brochure, Your claimant’s 
report. 

Income tax is deducted from your UI che- 
ques. At tax time, some higher-income 
claimants may have to pay back a portion of 
their benefits. Read our brochure How 
Unemployment Insurance works for you for 
details. 


When should you claim? 


There is a flexible period surrounding the 
birth in which you can take your maternity 
benefits. This period begins either eight weeks 
before the birth is expected or the week your 
baby is born, whichever is earlier. The period 
ends either 17 weeks after the expected birth 
week or 17 weeks after the week the birth ac- 
tually occurs, whichever is later. This flexible 
period makes it easier for women who have 
premature babies to get benefits. 

Within this period you can collect up to 15 
weeks of maternity benefits. And, like 
everyone applying for UI benefits, you must 
serve a two-week waiting period before UI 
starts paying you benefits. Some examples will 
explain this. 

e A woman leaves work 10 weeks before she 
expects her baby. She applies for UI that 
week. She then serves the two-week waiting 
period (for which no benefits are paid). Her 
benefits begin after that — in the eighth 
week before the expected birth week. Her 
baby is born on schedule, and her benefits 
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Is your baby early? Get someone to 
pick up your application right away. 


end six weeks after the birth week. She gets 
15 weeks of maternity benefits. 

e A woman works until the week her baby 
is born. She files for UI then. The birth 
week counts as the first week of the two- 
week waiting period. After another week 
she begins benefits. 

e A woman files for UI six weeks before the 
estimated date of birth and has a premature 
baby four weeks early. The baby must stay 
in hospital for 2 months. She returns to 
work 4 weeks after the birth and arranges 
to get time off later when the baby leaves 
the hospital. The first and second week 
before the actual date of confinement 
count as the waiting period. The birth week 
until she returns to work are counted as 4 
weeks of maternity benefits. The remain- 
ing 11 weeks of maternity benefits are 
payable later as long as the estimated date 


of birth plus 17 weeks has not been 

reached. 

Remember: the week after either the actual 
or estimated birth week (whichever is later) is 
the last week you can apply and still get all 
15 weeks of maternity benefits. Remember too 
that for your two-week waiting period you get 
no benefits. 

Some federal and provincial laws and union 
agreements specify when maternity leave must 
be taken. Check with your employer. 


Will you be travelling? 


Maternity benefits can be paid outside 
Canada. If you’re abroad when you apply 
for benefits, you must give us a medical cer- 
tificate or letter from a physician outside 
Canada designated by Health and Welfare 
Canada. Abroad, you would deal with a 
Canadian embassy or high commission. In the 
USA, you would go to a territorial or state 
unemployment compensation office. 


How to apply 


Get an application from your nearest CEC. 
Ask us for a blank medical certificate and 
have your doctor fill it in. Return the com- 
pleted forms to us plus your Records of 
Employment (ROEs) from your last 
employers. We need them, even if you’re go- 
ing back to your old job. 

Don’t delay your application if you don’t 
have your medical certificate or ROEs. Make 
your claim right away. Send or bring us the 
certificate and ROEs as soon as they’re 
available. 


After maternity benefits end 


If you plan to go back to work but you don’t 
have a job and you’d like to apply for regular 
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Some work agreements specify when 
maternity leave must be taken. 


UI, tell us at the time your maternity benefits 
end. You can’t be paid regular UI if you don’t 
plan to look for a job. People getting regular 
UI who don’t look for work could face hav- 
ing to pay money back. 

You’ll also have to show that you’re 
available to look for work and can take a job 
when it’s offered. You will need a babysitter 
to allow you to attend job interviews and you 
may be asked by the UI agent to prove you 
have made such arrangements. 

Ask a UI agent what child care 
arrangements are appropriate. It really 
depends on whether you can look for work 
through phone calls or letters or whether per- 
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sonal visits are needed. You may be given a 
form called the Active Job Search Statement 
when you switch to regular UI. Our brochure 
Searching for work is a full-time job explains 
this form. 

You’ve probably made plans for full-time 
child care for when you do find a job. Your 
agent may ask about this, too. The agent may 
double-check what you say, so you must be 
prepared to show that you have made ap- 
propriate plans. 

Your old job may be protected by law or 
a union agreement. If it is and you don’t 
return to your former job, you may be dis- 
qualified for up to six weeks and lose entitle- 
ment to regular benefits. 


Adopting a child? 


Many rules that apply to getting maternity 
benefits also apply to adoption benefits. You 
must, for example, prove you’re eligible by 
showing that you’re without work and 
without pay. You must also have at least 20 
weeks of insurable employment in the last 52. 

When you claim adoption benefits you 
must prove the adoption is legal. It can be ar- 
ranged through a lawyer, an adoption agen- 
cy, the Children’s Aid Society, an orphanage 
or by other means, as long as it’s done under 
the governing provincial legislation. An infor- 
mal adoption arrangement made outside of 
the governing provincial legislation doesn’t 
qualify and no adoption benefits can be paid. 

You must also show that it’s reasonable to 
remain at home because of the adoption. 
Reasonable means, for example, when pre- 
school or school age children are involved or 
where the child has emotional or physical pro- 
blems. It may not be reasonable, however, to 
stay at home if your spouse is not working and 
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Make your claim even if you don’t 
have all the documents. 


is already at home. But all cases will be judged 
individually. 


For how long? 


You can get adoption benefits for up to 15 
weeks. If you’ve already had sickness or 
maternity benefits in the same benefit period, 
these will be counted as part of your 15 weeks. 

On any one claim you can only get a total 
of 15 weeks of benefits to cover pregnancy, 
adoption, illness, injury or quarantine or any 
combination of these. For example, if you’ve 
already claimed five weeks of sickness 
benefits, you’ll be allowed 10 weeks of adop- 
tion benefits. 

If you’ve been getting regular benefits, the 
sum of these regular benefits and up to 15 
weeks of maternity or adoption benefits can’t 
be more than 20 to 25 weeks. The precise total 
depends on the number of weeks of insurable 
employment you have accumulated. 
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Most eligible claimants who haven’t receiv- 
ed any other type of UI benefit will get their 
full 1S weeks of adoption benefits. 

If both husband and wife work, only one 
person can claim adoption benefits. You must 
sign a form saying which person is claiming. 
Once benefits have begun no changes can be 
made. The other working spouse may be eligi- 
ble to claim adoption benefits when another, 
separate adoption occurs. 


Are you adopting more 
than one child? 


If you’re adopting two or more children at 
about the same time (a brother and sister, for 
example) this counts as one placement. If 
there’s a time gap of more than a week bet- 
ween the placement of two or more children 
in the same home and it’s clear that each 
placement is part of a separate adoption 
agreement, then each placement is treated 
separately. 


How much? 


If you qualify for adoption benefits, you’ll get 
60 per cent of your average weekly insurable 
earnings. The maximum benefits is $318 a 
week in 1987. 

When you’re claiming adoption benefits, 
any money you earn is deducted from your 
UI cheque dollar for dollar. For more 
information about earnings, read our 
brochure, Your claimant’s report. 

Income tax is deducted from your UI che- 
ques. But at tax time some higher-income 
claimants may have to pay back a portion of 
their benefits. Read our brochure How 
Unemployment Insurance works for you for 
details. 
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There’s a two week waiting period 
before adoption benefits start. 


When do benefits start? 


Adoption benefits can be paid beginning with 
the week the child is placed in your home. 
They end either 17 weeks after the placement 
week, or when it’s no longer reasonable for 
you to stay home. (For example, if the child 
is returned to the adoption agency for some 
reason.) Or they end with the week before the 
week for which another kind of benefit is 
claimed — like sickness, maternity or train- 
ing — whichever is earlier. 

Just like other UI benefits, there’s a two- 
week waiting period before benefits start. In- 
cluding the week the child is placed in your 
home, three weeks will pass before you start 
getting benefits. 
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Keep in mind that while you’re getting 
adoption benefits, you can’t switch to sickness 
benefits, for example, and then switch back 
to adoption benefits later. 


How to apply 


Get an application from your nearest CEC 
and talk to an agent. Be prepared to tell the 
agent why it’s reasonable for you to stay 
home. You must also have some kind of let- 
ter or certificate from the provincial adoption 
agency proving that a child has been placed 
in your home. If the adoption is made under 
provincial legislation, but not through the 
provincial adoption agency, proof of the 
adoption can be from another authority such 
as the lawyer handling the adoption for you. 

You must also have Records of Employ- 
ment (ROKEs) from your last employers. We 
need them, even if you’re going back to your 
old job. If your ROEs aren’t available right 
away, file your claim anyway — don’t wait. 
You can send or take your ROEs in when you 
get them. 


After adoption benefits end 


If you want to work but have no job when 
adoption benefits end, you may be eligible for 
regular UI benefits. Contact a CEC at the time 
your adoption benefits end. You’ll have to 
show you’re available to look for work and 
can take a job when it’s offered. You may 
need a part-time babysitter while you look. 

Ask a UI agent what child care ar- 
rangements are appropriate. It really depends 
on whether you can look for work through 
phone calls or letters or whether personal visits 
are needed. You may be given a form called 
the Active Job Search Statement when you 
switch to regular UI. Our brochure Searching 
for work is a full-time job explains this form. 
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You’ve probably made plans for full-time 
child care for when you do find a job. Your 
agent may ask about this and may double- 
check what you say, so be prepared to show 
that you have made appropriate plans. 

Your old job may be protected by law or 
a union agreement. If it is and you don’t 
return to your former job, you may be dis- 
qualified for up to six weeks and lose entitle- 
ment to regular benefits. 


Your rights under the Privacy Act 


» Under the Privacy Act, you have the right, on 
written request, to have access to records held 
by the federal government that contain per- 
sonal information about you. You also have 
the right to request correction to that infor- 
mation and have notations made to your file 
if a request for correction has not been 
accepted. 

To find out more about your rights and the 
uses of your unemployment insurance, 
employment and immigration records, consult 
the Personal Information Index. Copies of the 
Index are available for public reference at 
municipal libraries and at selected Canada 
Post Offices. 
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